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Discussion Questions:

What is Socialism?
What is Democratic Socialism?
What is Capitalism?
Why do they both claim Scripture / Jesus endorsement?
Government Handout or Charitable giving?

Philanthropy in America:
Private philanthropy is crucial in making America the unusual country that it is. Let’s start with 
some numbers. Our nonprofit sector now comprises eleven percent of the total United States 
workforce. It will contribute around six percent of gross domestic product this year. To put this in 
perspective, the charitable sector passed the national defense sector in size in 1993, and it con-
tinues to grow. And these numbers don’t take volunteering into account: charitable volunteers 
make up the equivalent—depending on how you count—of between four and ten million full-time 
employees. So philanthropy is clearly a huge force in our society.

Alfred Loomis:
Even more than his money, Loomis’s methods account for his remarkable success. Appalled by 
the bureaucracy and sluggishness of government research programs, he took a radically differ-
ent approach in his lab. When it became apparent how successful his approach had been in 
producing radar, the Department of Defense copied it directly for the Manhattan Project, even 
hiring many of the scientists from Loomis’s radar lab. President Roosevelt later said that there 
was no civilian who did more to win World War II than Alfred Loomis.

George Eastman:
George Eastman, who popularized photography in the early 1900s. When he began his busi-
ness, photography was all art and guesswork, and very little science. He hired chemists from an 
obscure school called Boston Tech, and out of gratitude for what they did for his company he 
later provided most of the money that transformed Boston Tech into the powerhouse MIT. And 
he did so anonymously—for years and years, the donor behind MIT was referred to as “Mr. 
Smith.” Eastman also had a passion for music, so he methodically created and built to world 
prominence the Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester. The Eastman School 
played an important role in popularizing classical music in America, and it remains today one of 
our top cultural institutions.

Milton Hershey:
Another great American donor was Milton Hershey, who transformed chocolate from an expen-
sive indulgence of the wealthy into an affordable treat for all. More importantly, he was respon-
sible, with his wife, for the creation of a school for orphans. Hershey’s father had been a drinker 
and a neglectful family man, and he had known great hardship during his childhood. To relieve 
other children of hardship, he built a ring of houses encircling his home in Pennsylvania, in-
stalling in each a married couple to live with a group of orphans. He also built a school to pro-
vide the children a sound education and training in industrial crafts. Eventually he announced 
plans “to make the orphan boys of the United States my heirs,” and he endowed the Milton Her-
shey School with the equivalent of $11 billion in today’s dollars.



What about the rest of US?
Only 14 percent of charitable giving in our country comes from foundations, and only five per-
cent from corporations. The rest comes from individuals, and the bulk of it comes from small 
givers at an average rate of about $2,500 per household per year.

Did you know that George Washington’s Mount Vernon was saved from ruin by thousands of 
small donors from the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, under whose protection it continues to 
operate today? Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello has been protected for more than a century by a 
private foundation that receives no public funding. The same is true for Montpelier, the home of 
James Madison, and for the summer cottage where Abraham Lincoln spent a quarter of his 
presidency and made some of his most momentous decisions—the latter was just restored by 
private donors and opened to the public in 2008.

What About The Church?
Convoy of Hope
Samaritans Purse

What does Jesus say about money?
Luke 16:1-15 (ESV)
16 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no 
longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is tak-
ing the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 
4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive 
me into their houses.’ 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, 
‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures[a] of oil.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do 
you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures[b] of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write 
eighty.’ 8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of 
this world[c] are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I 
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth,[d] so that when it fails 
they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also 
faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then 
you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is 
your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.”

- Invest in People vs.9
-Trusted with Little / Trusted with Much vs.10
-Determines your spiritual level vs.11
-Worldly Wealth
-True Riches
-Attitude of Stewardship, take care of things vs. 12
-Serve God with your money vs. 13


